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modest a man that the least we can do for him is to acknowledge his claims as heir general to Hesiod:  see them registered.'
I have never observed the temper of Pericles either above or Below the enjoyment of a joke ; he invites and retaliates, but never begins, lest he should appear to take a liberty.
There are proud men of so much delicacy that it almost conceals their pride, and perfectly excuses it.
Meton never talks, but answers questions with great politeness, although with less clearness and precision than you would expect. I remarked to him, one evening, that mathematicians had great advantages over others in disputations, from the habitude they had acquired of exactness in solving their problems.
'We mathematicians/ answered he, 'lay claim'to this precision. j[ need not mention to you, Aspasia, that of all the people who assemble at 3'our house, I am the only one that ever wants a thought or word. We are exact in our own proper workmanship. Give me time, and we can discover what is false hi logic ; but I never was acquainted with a mathematician who was ready at correcting in himself a flaw of ratiocination, or who produced the fitting thing in any moderate time. Composition is quite beyond our sphere. I am not envious of others ; but I often regret in myself that, while they are delivering their opinions freely and easily, I am arranging mine ; and that, in common with all the mathematicians of my acquaintance, I am no prompt debater, no acute logician, no clear expositor, but begin in 'hesitation and finish in confusion/
I assure you, Cleone, I have been obliged to give order and regularity to these few words of the wise contemplative Meton, and to remove from among them many that were superfluous and repeated. When he had paused, I told him I sometimes wished he would exercise his powerful mind in conversation.
'I have hardly time/ said he, 'for study, much less for disputation. Rarely have I known a disputant who, however dexterous, did not either drive by Truth or over her, or who-popped to salute her, unless he had something, fine or novel t&